A DRAMATIC §$§§¥§§— OF A YOUNG CAPTIVE GIRL,7”PFPROM THE

ITROQUOIS TO HER OWN COUNTRY. .

Her Journey Through The Woods.
A young maid of about 15 years of age, remarkable amongst
2ll girle of her tribe for her so many endowments, was made &:08p-
tive of war whﬂu gtill unbaptized. That very year 1648Jin whiech ghe
‘?(‘a'
fell into the handg of the enemy, records meny fightse having taken
place on the Huron Territory, namely the sudden invaesion of the im-
portant Misgion St. Joseph, by the Drogquoig, in which fthe only
survivors from the general massacre were thosge who hed escaped by
Among all those who p@rished, many o
flight, the—ethewns were transpieréed by the sword or struck by the
axe: a great number expired in the fire which had been set by the
enemy to all the cabins of the villepe including the churcn)vnere
go many had gathered and among whom & large percentage were consum-
ed with the bu11d¢Pp enveloping in same holocaust their saintly Pas-
. o bew acansnized sant)

tor7won}{ D&nw.l whose body transfixed with arwows and
gfter being hit by a bullet,was hurled into the saered building
traneformed into a §oge “'&Z_Lﬂ,g woo%ptleu 0

: Frde pirs episede of Life frem which is drawn  the subject patter

b\eth(s narYy: tuwe Yvst have
been one among those of her trite who took to flight at the approach
of the enemy, but happened to be ceught and brought a ceptive to the
Iroquois.eoiuntrys Phere the had herclife’ spared butdwasezcondemned
of &
to serve ag a glave in an Indian family. The condition g slave was
by no means enviable intthose times among Indians, when such ones
were exnoged to all kinds of ﬁ-tﬁb trea('meat's, even to being killed
for the least offense or by & mere whim of their masters.
Before her captivity. the girl had heard of religion, attend-

ing for a good while the inetruction given to those who were pre-

e : ;
paring themselves & view & their approaching DBaptiem. She had
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oftentimes agsisted at divine ceremonies in the Mission Church; on

thig account her name was listed among those recognized as catechumens

Agpirantg to Baptism). Some members of her family were already
Ebristians, namely her mother and one sister of hers who were fer-
vent and strong in their faith.

becapse
These two good souls most attaiched to the girl ix—rees=on

m

of their so close relationship were most diesconsolate over the dis-

appearance of the child so dear to their hearts.

C

These two nearest relatives had their sorrow and anxiety
aggrévated by the incertitude in which they were with respeet to
the girl's fate, and the iﬂcertitﬁde ae to whether she was alive or
dead.

The mere posgibilidty that the child might be gtill alive

wae enough:to. induce the G&ristian members of the famlly, especially
> 54 o
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her loving mother, to prey to God for her dear ehild with all the

<

stre;gﬂ1 of her faith and the flerver of her soul. Her preat werry
was that the girl had not been baptized; it wag ite.wapd..effcis
from her the misfortune of'dying deprived of this sacrament of Spir-
ituel yereneration thet made this good mother nlead the harder with =
God. .

She knew that God had many waye, ways sometimes anexpected

, chosen ones

and mysbterious which He adopnte with respect to goume edseds whom He
hag determined to save.

In her simple and confident faith the woman Mmyidi§1vﬁ o -
God: "Oh.God? look wpon ny vpoor child from above where thbu 5Eellest--—
my poor child whom Thou lovest stil]l more than I do. Thou knowest
where ghe ig, whereas I do not... Bring her back to me or let me know
where to go that I might find and get her. Thou wantest her saved

stil1l more than I do, Thou hast the vower to save her, whereas I have

none but my prayer. Thou knowest that she is unbaptized. Oh! permit



2 £ : i
her not te die sin thy disgrace. Send the Black-Robe on her path,

or dispateh one of thy angels to pour the Water of Grace on her

o

forehead that ghe may belong to Jesug and that Heaven ma%be her

everlasting home where I ghall be able to meet her",

When the sorrowful mother wag so solicitous at home of

.

‘her aigﬁaggdaayhter, calling heaven'eg attention %> her, the

girl on her part was not forgetful of her religious mother inm
her g0 irksome igolation, thinking of her almoegt continuslly,., Of
whom could she be thinking of, if not of her parents in her dreary

captivity, where no one could be found whom she could love,;anA;~ :

e

erheYE_ﬁhere was nobody to love her.
v D4
< ki
It was an awful suffering for so & young and tender-hearted

girl to be retained in such a distant country as that wherein ghe

yegs to be at such & frightful distance as to hold all

D4

actually was,
thought of return as purely fantagtic. How could gshe poegseibly go

back? No way by which to go alone, nobedy whom ghe could go with.

Her tyrannical masters are most watchful---Woe ?o her 1T HhHey only .
discovered, or merely sﬁs;aected any 'uﬁe,nf’i,on‘ ivi-hier :"(:oward_s .ﬁupni’lg
from them. |

she.mighf vetorn
Denrived of all human meanes by which W . ¢ to bher own .
eoantry to rejoin her dear parents, she saw herself rivéted forever

to this s0il of inclemency and of iniquity --- & tender lamb among

&
wolveg.

hig sad progpect was plunging her gfflieted soul in & gea
deep depression
of anguigh which was causipg her moments of < "7 ; ' acecompanied

with streamg of teare flowing from hes brorzen heart.

Heppily the girl had learned enough of religion to know how

)

to eall on God in her trials and most distressing moments, and her



awakened
notions on the nature of Heaven she had aquired W&&,&ﬁﬁﬁfﬂ!&? at
econng &
timeg in her heart keen degireg of bedFE DPartaker of its eternsal

yealization
felicity. But the gouwerir of her condition of an unbaptized per-

gon pregented iteelf in her mind to crush these hopeful asspirations

_ further and wove bitter
which her heart had conceived, causing her anoether—inferpum —of

mental tortures.
It happened in one of her worst moments of grief and des-

recover(ng cevrage Suddenly :
Lgerap=ag—her-epErits che stovped sobbing ow-—a_sudder;

olaetion that T
a8 ray of mysterioune light had flashed through her mind tearing.
Blrongh the thiek and giOOmy cloud that overshadowed her sodoul...
the thought of the fatherly goodnesg of God had produced that heav-

enly phenemenon. Oh! yeg, a&ll earthly ways out to my country are
ghut up on me, che murmured to herself--but could there not be any
heavenly issue,at least, open out before me, with the help and power
of Him by whom &1l things were made. Her faith wag giving her an
affirmative answer. Thereupon, raiging her eyegs heavenward £t111 wet
‘rom tears she had Jjust ched, she paused & moment---then gazing
steadily as to a certain point .in the eky. she began: "Oh! great
God of Heaven, lMaster of life, thé God of my mother and gister, who
now thee better than I do, who serve thee go faithfully, have pity
on me;

"Thou knowest that I am not baptized, it is Wwhat woirries
me €0 much. I wigh above all to be made thy child by becoming a
chrigtian. Thou who hast given life to my body, to whom ghall I go

o Qe LYt TorA Pt :
but to Thee &s there is no Black-Robe within my reach. I know that
nothing is impossible to Thee even things above the power of man are
eagy to Thee. Oh! before my body falles mivietim uofc: the cruelty
of my masters, give grace to my'éoul thaet I may 1ive for you and go

to Heaven",



~

again

T

Thig prayer in all its gimplieity and directness must have
taken ite flight s{ heaven as soon ag breathed oﬁt and brought
up by some angel to the throne.

How often she muet have poured out her goul in guch mye-

laad %l/f l{:i
tical utterasnces under the clear blue or starry sky, reflecting

D

e

y

in her spiritusl sense the precence of the CGreat God of the Uni-
verse! Many times, no doubt, during the day, in the performeance
of her most arduouns tasks impoged by her merciless masters, as for
instance, in her trudging walks all alone through the woods, to
bring over to the eabin, game left behind by the hunters far away
in the bush. But especially in her most gloomy homrs,as daring those
long and dreary momentsg of insomn,
given to recalling the souvehirs of her dearest family ties, or
in pondering over the deptaof her actual miceries, prayer then,
was doubtlecsly the most substantial support afforded to her weak-
ening heart.

Her faith, her love, her heavenward impulseg...2ll guch

,,_V'l.jﬂ/,/w:» .y,x Ly ‘f;

religious sentimente as these were meanwhile,a more definite form

in her soul that hed an irradiating effect en her inner, even

more?lggkher exterior senses, with the consequent effect of a cont-
Wha i, hlenme b
"inuous increase of fervor in her colloquies with God f-..“‘v. Snas
frequent. 4 =
Veanwhile fhe time fidr her liberation from ecaptivity was "~ .-
S y
- preSeing Leem day < day.

Her piety, her abstention from all publie idolatrous fune-
tiong or gatherings favoring indecency or dishonest promiscuities

like some of their dances in hongs of their principal demon (Agries-

: oY) J:.‘»%,«\;.»b b\MAP%‘!‘— ,,‘q_,r;f'.&
koa) were -CRAging cuite &nepupitel-aloblle amnone the most fanat i(*}‘
:,gw A

3

¢t herl~~especially among the joppebs «..there were talks among the latt-y

er to the effect .of putbing «an endfiﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ' R et S o O Py kine



1ife. She knew it, but she would never consent in spite of all
QR
solieitations and threats to any act a¥k*e to soil her sgoul.

Should such & bheantiful soul ever be deprived of the Grace
of God snd of the means of arriving at the Baptiemal Fountain
where water of Divine Regemeration might flow con her forehead
onto purification? No! Nol

One day during which the poor captive girl was out in a
emall field gecluded from the view of the village by an inter-
cepting curtain of green foliage, working at pilémting corn for her
masters, her ears were struck and gently rejoiced by & strain of

a beautiful choral rendered as though by voices from above.

h

Ui
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recognized gome of the hymne she had heard in the 1little
church of her village during Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
At the conclasion.of thie mysterioug singing she found hergelf on
her kneeg ag one praying with fervor before the Blegsed Sacrament.
vShe fancied in her bewilderment she would actually see the priesgt
in surplice and stole, with acolytes each gide of him---ghe looked
unp but failed to see anybody.

A great coqurt wag nroduced intocher soul as an effect

4/«11_,.n.\_m'.".'/v :

of this blessed suditicn. Her hove of being delivered from he
captivity was gingularly sugmented, although ghe could not bhink
of any means of escape, humanly spesaking,

Some days later in like circumstance of place, the same
heavenly chanting wae heard again, with same effeect of Jjoy and com-
fort to her soul, joilning in with her prayers the ginging &s ghe

did the first. time.
It became more gignificant to her when the signal favor
was repeated agéin, the same chant being heard g third time, Then

praying the longer, and feeling her faith and confidence in God
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redoubled, her fearlegs courage overcoming 21l hesitation,
ricked her frail person into the most hazardous flight one can
ever think of for a young maid such ag her.

She leaped as by an impulsion gtFengerthen her own gelf
into immense tracts of land covered with weoods, urging her cource
farther and farther into the depth of unexplored forests, through
serried trees casting overhead sombre eshadows impenetrable to the
rays of the gun, keepineg her epeed up over hill-tope and down
through deep valleys, without releﬁting, without daring even to
turn her head behind for fear that she might see some one set to
her pursuit under the command of her actually irritated masters
over her very evasion.

shall this unprotected girl be ever able to reach her na-
tive country situated at & distance of some three hundred miles
from the place of her captivity.

Three hundred miles of dence forest intercepted bj rivers,
by lakes...acrosg mountaing, marshes end hundreds of difficult
passages, without food, without road, without anything to indieate
to her the right direction; without any protective armsg against
wild and ferocious kests, and the imposggibility of counting on any-
thing such as game eventually killed on the way for her very sub-

PLb LA

sistance, deprived as ghe was of a2ll &rticles deémanded to make hant-
ing posgible,,.

A three-hundred mile journey in such unwarrantable condi-
tion, was it not for that girl to run fatally to her own degtruetion?
In all truth the risk was esuch that it will be a miracle if ever
she sueceeds in going throughout that stupendous adventure alive.

How could ghe be induced to take such & decision? There
was in her head an idea of gsupernatursl order a&nd in her soul an
inspiration by which she wag governed and made to despice &l11 human

challenges from following her star.
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She had already been going for three days in her fugitive
cource without accident or incident, hacstening her progressxwh
without interruption, except now for the firet time taking a lit-

tle rest on the shore of a2 emall river that ehe had juset crossed

‘!r,u{'>

on foot; the water of which she drank to her thirset and re-
fresh her body supposedly tired end hungry to death. But such was
not the cagse although she had taken no food for more than three
days. in epite of her strenuous and continued walk added to her
fasgt, che was not feeling hungry nor experieneing the least ex-
haugtions

Before arising from her resting place for a new gtart, she
caw herself approached suddenly by four Indian men.

It ie hard to say who were the moef e*oniuhed at Qﬁelng

L%
‘ 24
4 ¥ A0 d

each other. Tnece men must have heen more qwfﬁﬁﬁaé?
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young girl alone in such an advanced place into an yntroddened y

) LA ¢/ ,U ot fi’ A .‘/' }rt ;}f (, -
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forestjthsp ghe wpe afreid at first in perceiving f&( m n.AThelr
Huad~ ; :
emazement might have been such as to mske them reise the question
0

,7whether she‘hadior noa dropped right down from the gky. Thereapon

they asked her where che mjghi have come from, She told them her
gtory. Hearing of her origin«not being from above, of cours%'but from
the Huron Nation end that éhe was ranning away from the Iroguois

to her ocountry. This candid and honest disclosure of her national -
ity and social condition constituted by itself en indeczcretion of

of the worst ceonsequence, involving a potential woe, the worst

which she hed ever been subjected to. For two of these travellers
being Iroquois Indians, and therefore bitterest enemies of the Hu-
rong, wanted to make her a vietim of their national tred. 1m their

/\AA,'H A -
eetiﬂatlo?»che wag a criminal, &g g away from her 1asters,

which crime mue®t be expiated with the pain of d@ath accompanied

with tortures according to the Iroquois' eriminal code. This ie
the impending woe which she cen but expect now to befall her from

the fortuituous encounter of thece ominoug trevellers.



A moment more and she will be into their handes.foreced
to go baeck to her masters now in an actusl state of fury against
Qae -
her because of her gecret ewas .
Had these two awful creatures been inestantly changed into & pair of
2 M/J. AN

ferocious bears or voracious wolves to devoPeher rightcthere, it would
have been--gshe tought, a fortune to her; such was her horror to go
back to her captivity that even her being eaten alive by wild beasts

wag congidered by her a good fortune comparered with hbe predicament in

in the present hour.

1f it had

(V]

---Why should these men come acroés my path &
been arfanged'bg gome inimical fatality working under the power
of some gpirit of evil---ghe mused within herself. But her faith
in God and her confidence into His divine keeping ¢hall not be
frustrated.

She undertook the journey through an inspiration not of
her own, but from above; she was perfeetly eonescious of that.
She knew pogitively that the God whom she :zeeks so heroiecally
will not fail ber in bef degpairing situation. God had seen the
awfnl plight of the supplicating girl and did werk also in eon-
sequence of it by the medium of the ether two Indians who ,ful-
filled the role of gusrdian anfels toward her. These two good

Lol
Indians belonging to the NE e lation being deeply moved to com-

paseion for the runaway captive, would gave her by 211 means.

They pleaded like skilled advocates with the two Iroquois mew
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piving for prinein argument that the girl having alresdy. cross-
ed the boundary of the hunting erea of the Iroquois HNation ~tor
that of the Neutrs Nation by cerossing the river nearby the Iro-

quoie have no longer any right over her, therefore their claim

is warranted; convinced by the soundness of the arglment, the two
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Iroguois mexn gave up contending and abandonﬁfd the girl to her
liberty.

What a relief succeecded into her soul when passing from

e Ao

the gtifling atmosphere of fear to € serene and didsl=¥ing air
S A
of resl Xhberedion. She was not slow in her pgratitude to give

God full credit for the happy issue of this dreadful encounter.
_She gave Him prompily a full tribute of heartfelt thanks.
Her two defenders before denarting gave her something

A ,L :
to break her fast eand sgugtain her strenght & few days. Comforted
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materially by the nourishment che took and morally by the new

proof of God's agegistance, she gtarted again with & new courage

and lighter steps on her adventurous journey. She was going like
one led by & special star lighted by God in the heavens for her
safe guidance through the immense stretch of trackless forests,
where noggibilities of getting logt, for oneclike her, without

the least experience of the woods, are counted by the thousands,
besides a hundred chances of succumbing under the hardshipe encoun-

tered during the way.

In epite of the absence of alk human means she accompligh-
O A/ AArALY {Q.@L.)ﬁjdwif :
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ed her wondroug perigrination, in—e—safe—erriVal into her country.
Thig feat ie worthy of @ heroine and more than enough to make her
name pasgs to posterity as such.
The first thought of the girl on reaching her country

wae not for‘gdingodfrectly home to embrace her mother and the rest of
the f:milﬁ)according to natural fee]ingg)bat:wago.ﬂirsﬁ”tozo
St. Mary'e HMiesion (PFofte Ste larie) to call at the prieest's house
and implore the grace of Baptism; thie~in spite of the fact that
the Migeion being docated Way beyond .her home, ghe walkedvdfé§~

regardlesg of her own fatigue and exzhaugtion which her long her-

| S == 5
¥ert fion should have eost her.
(F
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g3he obtained at last what she had desgired go srdently

\)J

Her wiches were at last accomnlicshed, her fear suppressed, her

Joy £ull, when she arose from the Sacrament of 1Life., Then she

started to her village proeclaiming to everybody the mercies of

God in her regard. The neme of that elect of God has not heen given

us by Father Ragueneau ;ho}moct likel; bap\§17ed her and =hke gave
LA ol . ;

the account of her seefet‘gfigidn.

With respect to the rest of her life we Have no detail ex-

cept the testimony of ite being worthy of her

.

the game Migsionary vhen he wrote of her: "Zver eince her Baptism
]1, L ; AR

her fervor hag teen incresging an%mindefatiESb]e in recounting to
people the great mercies of God towards her".

We h:ve the right to surmise how far in the arduous and
steep road u» the mountain of Ghrietian perfection she must have
gone after having travelled & g0 long and so hard a road to arrive
at the Baptiemal fountain in order to be made & Ghrietien. Hen
progress in spiritual vaye must have been the more gpeedy ag ghe

was not called to live long after her baptism--most likely she weas

involved in the general maggacre of her nation in the following

year (1649). g QMMM g/xj;rf%e/@«b% sJ



